). The amount of fibronectin precipitated was significantly greater when IC were formed than in the control where antibody was omitted ( Table 2 ). The relative amount of fibronectin precipitated was similar when IC were synthesised using purified IgM or human serum.
GEL FILTRATION
Chromatography of normal serum showed IgA, C3, and fibronectin were only present in a single peak (Fig. 1) . Serum from a patient with rheumatoid vasculitis showed a proportion of each of these proteins was present in high molecular weight forms (Fig. 1) . This suggests that IC were present in the serum and contained IgA, C3, and fibronectin.
TWO DIMENSIONAL IMMUNOELECTROPHORESIS
Normal serum gave a single peak with antifibronectin in the second dimension (Fig. 2) . Serum from a rheumatoid patient showed a number of components were present, including a slow moving immunoreactive fibronectin moiety. precipitates of RA sera (Fig. 4) native fibronectin (molecular weight 220 000) and some smaller molecular weight polypeptides were observed. In contrast, a PEG precipitate of RA synovial fluid contained little native fibronectin, but many forms of lower molecular weight with immunoreactivity to antifibronectin antiserum were evident. The presence of fibronectin fragments in some PEG precipitates raises a potential analytical problem: different antibodies may possess different specificities for fibronectin fragments. A second analytical difficulty is interference in the ELISA assay by rheumatoid factor. A comparison of ELISA and rocket assays using antisera to fibronectin from different sources showed these problems were not important. The two assays gave similar correlations with serum and with PEG precipitates: the Pearson correlation coefficients were r=0*69 (n=45) for serum and r=0*89 (n=42) for PEG precipitates. Overall their correlation was r=0*86 (n=87). 
